
Sunnyvale Middle School 
Choral Department Handbook  

2018 -2019 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
Kellan Hickman –Director   kellan.hickman@sunnyvaleisd.com 

 216 N. Collins Road     Sunnyvale, TX 75182 
(972) 226-2922 x2315            (972) 226-0982 fax 

  
The handbook is provided to help students and parents be aware of the policies and               
expectations of the choir program at Sunnyvale Middle School. Please keep this handbook             
for future reference. 

  
ATTENDANCE & EXPECTATIONS 

  
CONCERT ATTENDANCE 
Concerts are the ultimate evaluation of many weeks of preparation and class work.  Choir members are 
expected to be present and remain for the entire concert.  An unexcused absence from a concert will 
lower the student’s grade dramatically.  Absences and tardies will be excused for cases of medical 
emergency or death in the family.  Prior notification of any conflict with a required concert or rehearsal 
is required.  The day before or the day of the concert or rehearsal in question is an inappropriate 
amount of time to be considered prior notification.  Students and parents are held responsible for 
keeping up with the dates and times of scheduled activities. 
  
An excused absence from a choir rehearsal or concert will require the same criteria as an excused 
absence from school—personal illness where the student has been absent from the entire school day, 
death in the family, or family emergency.  The absence will not be excused if the parent has not 
communicated with the director PRIOR to the event.  It is imperative that the parent contact the director 



regarding the absence, as these rehearsals and concerts are a part of the student’s grade. 
Performances make up a large portion (depends on which grade they are in) of the quarter average. 
  
 
 
EXTRA REHEARSAL/ACTIVITIES 
Students will be given adequate notice of all additional rehearsals and activities outside of the regular 
class period. These rehearsals and activities are course requirements and are vital to the success of 
the choral program.  Every effort will be made to minimize the amount of out-of-class time required. 
Unlike individual activities such as an academic class, it is impossible to makeup activities that occur in 
a choir rehearsal. Unexcused absences from these activities will have a negative impact on the 
student’s grade. In the event of a conflict with another scheduled school activity, it is the responsibility 
of the student to notify the sponsors of the activities.  The sponsors will then determine the student’s 
obligation 

  
GRADES / RULES / CONSEQUENCES 

  
GRADING 
Student grades will typically be determined as follows:  
  
6th grade - 65% Daily/Hmwk ; 35% Assessments/Major Grades 
7th grade - 60% Daily/Hmwk ; 40% Assessments/Major Grades 
8th grade - 55% Daily/Hmwk ; 45% Assessments/Major Grades 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Every student must have a SISD Field Trip Permission Form on file with the choir department before 
he/she is allowed to travel with the group.  
  
CLASSROOM RULES 
While following all Sunnyvale school rules, students should follow these additional rules that pertain to 
the choir rehearsal. 

1. Be on time. 
2. Have pencil and choir folder in class everyday. 
3. Absolutely NO gum, candy, sports drinks, sodas, make-up, lotion, etc. allowed. Water is allowed  
4. Show respect to everyone. 
5. Piano playing with permission only. 
6. Use rehearsal time wisely 

 
CELL PHONES 
Phones will be allowed in class at appropriate times. If a phone is out at an inappropriate time, the 
consequences are as follows: 

1. Warning 
2. Take up phone for the class period 
3. Take up phone for the remainder of the day 
4. Take phone to the office. $15 to get phone back 



UNIFORMS 
  
6th Grade BOYS & GIRLS  

● Sixth graders do not have a formal uniform. 
● Their official uniform will be the Choir T-Shirt and blue jeans. 

  
7th & 8th Grade GIRLS 

● All 7th and 8th grade girls will have both a formal and informal uniform. 
● Their informal uniform will be the Choir T-Shirt and blue jeans. 

The school will provide a formal black dress, which will be checked out to you just like you would a 
textbook. Students must provide for themselves black closed-toe dress shoes with minimal or no 
heels please (NOT sandals/tennis shoes).  These dresses are very formal!!  If you are planning on 
wearing pantyhose or knee-hi’s, students should wear hose that are the same color as her flesh.  Also, 
you may wear small earrings, a watch, or bracelet.  DO NOT wear your necklace, any big/gaudy 
jewelry. The choir program will supply the necklace that will complement the dress.  Colored bracelets, 
or hair bows/ties that are forbidden in any color that would stick out on stage.  Formal uniforms will be 
issued during the first few weeks of school. 
  
7th & 8th Grade BOYS: 

● All 7th and 8th grade boys will wear both a formal and informal uniform. 
● Their informal uniform will be the Choir T-Shirt and blue jeans. 

The school will provide a formal uniform which will be checked out to you just like you would a 
textbook. You will receive 4 items: 
1.     Black tuxedo pants 
2.     Blue Bowtie 
3.     Blue Vest 
4.     White tuxedo shirt. 
·       Students must provide black SOCKS black DRESS shoes (NOT tennis shoes) white undershirt 
  
  

 CHOIR FINANCES/   SUPPLIES/   ELIGIBILITY  
ALL STUDENTS ONE TIME CHOIR PARTICIPATION FEE 

  

$35 due Wednesday, Sept. 5 
  

Covers and/or supplements:   choir T-shirt, supplies, music folder, accompanist fees, 
entry fees, CD’s for home practice, uniform alterations, dry cleaning 

  
Please make all check payable to Sunnyvale MS.  Please include child’s name and ID #. 

Cash preferred- checks acceptable. 
   



FUNDRAISING 
Fundraising is vital to the continued success of our program.  While we are given some funds from the school 
district, it only comes out to just pennies per student.  These funds are in no way adequate to meet the needs of 
the choir program and its students.  Fundraising by the students and choir parents is essential for us to be able to 
do the things necessary to educate your child.  It is very important that the students actively participate in this 
fundraising opportunity. We need to have as many parents involved as possible.  Many parents choose for their 
children to not participate in fundraising, and would prefer to just make a straight donation- this is, of course, 
acceptable, as we understand those concerns as well. A note of explanation will be sent home at the appropriate 
time. 
  

ELIGIBILITY 
There are two types of activities governed by the Texas Education Association (TEA) and the University of 
Interscholastic League (UIL): Co-curricular and Extra-curricular. 
Co-curricular refers to any activity that is considered an extension of the classroom, such as concerts, rehearsals, 
etc.  All students are always eligible and are expected and required to participate in ALL of these activities 
regardless of their academic eligibility status. 
Extra-curricular refers to any activity that is competitive or in conjunction with a competitive event, such as 
contests, festivals, etc.  It is critical that students keep their grades above a 70 average in EVERY class 
throughout the year to maintain their eligibility. 
  

Participation Requirements 
Students enrolled in any Sunnyvale Choir are required to participate in ALL performances and 
rehearsals designated for their choir 
  
Music Enrichment Instruction 
Private lessons will be made available during school hours. Interested students should complete and 
submit a registration form to the director as soon as possible. You can make checks payable to the 
private teacher directly. Time and day of lesson will be confirmed by the private teacher. 
  

  
  
  
  
   
 


